
TABLE OF CONTENTS

October 9, 2006 No. 2011
REGULATORY
1 Hakuo Yanigasawa Appointed Minister of Health

- Good Balance between Spending and Benefits Is
Essential
- Growth Rate-Based Spending Control, Insurance
Deductible System Unacceptable

2 New Head of METI to Push for Strong Economic
Growth

2 New Head of MOF to Reconstruct Finance by
Stimulating Economy

3 CDFS’s Department on Drugs Recommends Ap-
proval of 16 Drugs
- Velcade Recommended for Conditional Approval
- New Organization to Be Created to Classify OTC
Drugs by Risk

3 HSB to Place Top Priority on Fight Against Cancer
4 PFSB to Prepare for Full Implementation of

Amended PAL, Reduce “Drug Lag”
4 REGULATORY NEWS IN BRIEF

- Lyrica Approved in Europe for Difficult-to-Treat
Nerve Pain: Pfizer
- Glivec Receives Additional Indication in EU:
Novartis
- Tykerb Filed for Advanced Breast Cancer in US:
GSK
- New Notification on Application of GCP Guide-
lines Issued
- Package Inserts to Be Modified for Amantadine,
Ceftriaxone

BUSINESS
5 CMIC Begins CRF Checking Services
6 FTC Survey Faults New Drug Makers for Mis-

leading Info. on Generics
- Less than 20% of Med. Institutions Do Joint Pur-
chasing: Survey
- Makers Can Directly Deal with Hospitals If Whole-
salers Don’t Do Business on Their Account: FTC
- Over 90% of Wholesalers Report Sales Prices to
Manufacturers
- Med. Institutions Use Generics “to Improve Bot-
tom Line”

7 Expert Sees Legal Risk in Limited-Facility, All-case
PMS

7 Pros and Cons of All-Case PMS Presented: SJP
Seminar

8 BUSINESS NEWS IN BRIEF
- Seikagaku Licenses Novel Anti-inflammatory from
Can-Fite of Israel
- Novo Nordisk Announces Large-scale Study on
Insulin Therapy

8 Statistics
- Number of Centenarians at Record High: Korosho

GENERICS
9 JGPMA Member Companies Post 9.2% Growth in

Sales in FY2005
9 IPHC Rules in Favor of 3 Generic Houses in Law-

suit over Selbex Appearance
- Ruling in Favor of 6 More Generic Companies

9 “Five Walls” Hindering Greater Use of Generic
Drugs: Prof Mutoh
- Mr Isobe Asks Pharmacists to Do More to Pro-
mote GE Drug Use

- Japan Society of Generic Medicine to Become
Certified Scientific Society

10 GENERICS NEWS IN BRIEF
- Generics Marketing Companies Want NHO to Ac-
cept Their Bids
- Sanshodoh Enters the Generic Drug Business

R&D
11 65th Annual Meeting of Japanese Cancer Associa-

tion (1)
- Genes Involved in Anticancer Drug Resistance
Discovered
- Hormones Secreted by Adipocytes Involved in
Cancer Progression
- Correlation Found between Colorectal Precancer-
ous Lesions and Visceral Fat Area

13 Clinical Trial Study Group Discusses Way to Lighten
Sponsors’ Burden
- ICH GCP Guidelines Should Be Used in Japan
- Proposals Made by Industry Organizations

14 PMDA to More Closely Cooperate with Other Asian
Countries: Mr Miyajima

14 R&D NEWS IN BRIEF
- Sanofi Pasteur Initiates PI Trial for H7N1 Vac-
cine
- Kyowa Hakko Announces Large-scale Produc-
tion of Non-animal L-Tyrosine
- Dr Mizushima Calls For Joint Clinical Trials in
Japan, China, and South Korea
- Steroid Use Suppressed by Administration of
Neoral

MEDICAL DEVICE
15 MEDICAL DEVICE NEWS IN BRIEF

- MBC Licenses PCR-based Gene Testing from
InVivoScribe
- Daiichi Pure Chemicals Establishes Wholesale Sub-
sidiary in Shanghai

15 NEW PRODUCTS
- Meiji Dairies, Kyowa Hakko: BOTHDEL Oral So-
lution 10

16 OPINION
- Educating HQ: Philip Carrigan

MEDICAL FACILITIES & NURSING CARE
17 Costs of Obligatory Stomach Cancer Exam Would

Be Offset by Reduced Treatment Costs: Prof.
Tsubono

17 Patients with Mild Ulcerative Colitis, Parkinson’s
Disease to Be Excluded from Subsidy

18 Dr Takeyama Stresses Need to Educate Public about
OAB

18 Survey
- Over 90% of Public Considers Medical Expendi-
ture “Too High”
- Study Finds Higher Risk of Cancer in Diabetics
- Risk Factors for Lifestyle Diseases Increasing at
All Ages

19 TOPICS
- Pfizer Commits US$15 Mil. to Protect African
Children from Malaria


