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Mediceo Paltac, Alfresa to Merge to Create a ¥4
TrillionWholesaler

- Takeda, Nihon Chouzai Welcome the Move

- Suzuken Shows Interest in Following Suit

- Main Objective Is Cost-cutting

- New Company Should Better Fulfill Wholesal-
ers’ Functions

- Proposed Merger May Present Problems with
AntimonopolyAct

Astellas Completes New Buildings in Its Tsukuba
Research Center

Daiichi Sankyo Aims at Top Share in CV Field:
Mr Shoda

- Companies with New Drugs to Survive under
New Drug Pricing System

Shionogi Completes TOB on Sciele

AnGes MG Negotiates Rights to New-Type In-
fluenza DNA Vaccine with Vical

Eli Lilly to Acquire ImClone for US$6.5 Billion
Novartis Enhances Sales/Marketing by Therapeu-
tic Category
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- Alfresa Pharma to Construct New Plant

- Mediscience Planning Goes Public
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Thalidomide to Be Approved for Multiple My-
eloma

- Price Must Enable Proper Safety Management
without Interfering with Free Access

- Fujimoto Should Cut Costs without Jeopardizing
Safety Measure

- Prifenidone Recommended for Approval
Industry Should Stress Contribution to Healthcare:
Mr Kinoshita

- Drug Substances Account for 84% of Applica-
tions for Overseas GMP Inspections

Kissei’s Silodosin Approved in US

To Promote Use of Generics or Cut Prices of
Original Drugs?

- Will Savings from Use of Generics Be Used to
Promote Innovation?

- Generic Manufacturers Have Only 10 or So MRs
in US: Dr Kato

- Original Makers Are Not Responsible for Fail-
ure to Promote Use of Generics: Mr Koga

- FPMAJ’s New Proposal Is Realistic: Mr Koga
- Allow Companies to Decide Prices of Their
Own Drugs: Dr Fuijii
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teriosis

- Astellas Pharma: Irribow for Diarrhea-Predomi-
nant IBS
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ity: Sosei, Novartis
- Liraglutide alone More Effective than
Glimepiride: Novo Nordisk
- Prof. Yamanaka Established iPS Cells without
Using Virus Vector
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16  Industry Split over Online Sale of OTC Drugs
- There Is No Ground for Banning Online Sale of
Class 2 OTC Drugs: Council
- No Health Problems Reported due to Online
Sale of Drugs: Kenko.com.
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17 % of Prescriptions Permitting Generic Substitu-
tion Decreasing: Survey
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