
TABLE OF CONTENTS

May 5 & 12, 2008 No. 2089
BUSINESS
1 Employees Are BI’s Most Important Asset: Chair-

man Banchi
- Further Expansion of Market Expected for
Micardis: Dr Barner
- To Expand Contract Manufacturing of
Biopharmaceuticals: Dr Leuchs
- Aiming at ¥200 Billion Sales in 2010
- Sales Up 15% to ¥158.2 Bil. in 2007

3 Eisai Will Recover Investment in MGI Pharma by
2016: Mr Naito
- Closer Focus on Emerging Markets as Well

3 ON THE MOVE
- H. Aoki Retires, Y. Ishii Promoted to Executive
Vice President: Astellas

4 Nippon Shinyaku to Enter OB-GYN Field with
Lunabell

4 Nippon Shinyaku Licenses PAH Treatment to
Actelion
- Nippon Shinyaku Revises Business Forecast Up-
ward

5 Astellas Licenses BACE Inhibitors from CoMentis
5 Kyorin Licenses Flutiform from SkyePharma
5 Kyowa Hakko Licenses Antibody for Cancer from

Arana of Australia
6 DSP to Copromote Lonasen with Yoshitomi to

Quickly Develop Market
6 More APIs, Intermediates to Become Duty-Free
7 Chugai Revises Business Forecast Upward for 2008

due to Lower-than-expected NHI Price Revisions
7 New JPMA President from Daiichi Sankyo?

REGULATORY
8 Nexavar to Be Transiently Excluded from DPC Sys-

tem
8 JPMA to Propose Exemption from Price-cutting

Based on Average Price Discrepancy Rate
9 CDFS Committee Recommends Restarting Supply

of Heparin
- Korosho Calls For Rigorous Quality Control

10 “Super Tokku” to Be Created to Promote Develop-
ment of Advanced Healthcare Technologies
- Preferential Treatment Package Proposed for
Super Tokku
- Korosho Calls For Creation of “Global Clinical Re-
search Centers”

11 PMDA Compiles Review Guide
12 REGULATORY NEWS IN BRIEF

- Japan’s 1st Drug for Hyperinsulinemic Hypogly-
cemia Approved: Schering-Plough
- Novartis Applies for the DPP-4 Inhibitor
Vildagliptin in Japan
- Rotarix Approved in the US: GSK
- Combination of Pegintron + Weight-based Rebetol
Approved in US: Schering-Plough
- Chugai Applies for Extension of Validity Date for
Tamiflu

R&D
13 Think More about Applications of iPS Cells to Drug

Discovery: Prof. Yamanaka

- Dr Nakahata to Determine Causes of 11 Diseases
Using iPS Cells
- Kyoto Univ. Would Like to Talk with the JPMA
- Korosho Calls on Kyoto Univ. to Cooperate with
NIBIO

14 Kitasato Univ. Creates KCRC to Centrally Control
105 Beds for Clinical Studies

14 Council Proposes Introduction of “Emergency Bud-
gets for National Projects” in FY2009

15 R&D NEWS IN BRIEF
- Pramipexole Reduces Sleep Disturbance in RLS:
BI
- Pulmicort Does Not Interfere with Growth of In-
fants

GENERICS
17 Will Generics Take Off? (2)
18 A Saisei-kai Hospital Decides Not to Use Generics

as a Rule
19 GENERICS NEWS IN BRIEF

- NHO Doesn’t Systematically Recommend Use of
Generics to Its Member Hospitals: President Yazaki

SELF-MEDICATION
19 President Hatori Shows Confidence in Vigorous

Growth of SSP from FY2009
19 SELF-MEDICATION NEWS IN BRIEF

- Patch-type OTC Smoking Cessation Aid Ciganon
CQ to Be Launched in Summer
- 1st Exam for Registered Drug Salespersons after
August

MEDICAL FACILITIES & NURSING CARE
20 Carotid Artery Stenting Improves QOL: J&J Semi-

nar
20 Iressa Effective in Japanese Lung Cancer Patients
20 ONTARGET Study Eliminates Concern over CV

Risk for Micardis
21 CKD Ranks with Diabetes as a National Disease
21 Palliative Care Needed from Initial Stage of Cancer

Treatment
22 MEDICAL FACILITIES & NURSING CARE

NEWS IN BRIEF
- ¥1.6 Tri. Can Be Obtained by Increasing Employ-
ers’ Burden by 5%: JMA
- Diet Members Opposed to Another ¥220 Bil. Cut
in Social Security Spending
- Bill to Reduce Legal Risk of Emergency Caregivers
to Be Presented

MEDICAL DEVICES
22 MEDICAL DEVICE NEWS IN BRIEF

- J&J’s Subsidiary Starts Trial of Conor Stent

23 NEW PRODUCTS
- Pfizer Japan: Oral Smoking Cessation Aid Champix

23 Survey
- One Quarter of Depression Patients Drop Out of
Treatment


