
TABLE OF CONTENTS

January 19, 2009 No. 2123
BUSINESS
1 JPMA to Place Top Priority on NHI Drug Pric-

ing System Reform in 2009: Mr Shoda
2 Bayer Schering Licenses PET Tracers from

Hamamatsu Photonics
2 Sales of Generics Top ¥10 Bil. at Meiji Seika
3 CMIC Aims at Launching Human Hemin in 2011
3 R&D of Micellar Anticancer Drugs Progresses

at Nippon Kayaku
4 Merger of Mediceo Paltac, Alfresa Aborted

- Delayed Review by FTC to Expose Both
Companies to Great Risk
- Ethical Drug-Specific Business Factors Made
FTC Cautious
- No Surprise: Mr Hamada of Toho
- Decision Based on FTC’s Review Policy:
Takeda
- Decision Made at the Discretion of the Two
Companies: FTC

5 Toho to Acquire Omwell
- ASUCOME as Well

6 All Stakeholders’ Cooperation Essential to Fur-
ther Improve Distribution Business Practices:
Mr Matsutani

6 52 Zensharen Hospitals Start Jointly Purchas-
ing Drugs

7 JPA to Watch Development in Niigata Prefecture
7 Create Market That Encourages Innovation: Mr

Iwai of OPIR
8 BUSINESS NEWS IN BRIEF

- Bayer Files Suit against Abbott Claiming that
Humira Is Infringing Its Patent
- Daiichi Sankyo Creates Subsidiary in Puerto
Rico
- UPS to Manage Merck’s US Distribution

REGULATORY
9 Sanjou General Hospital to Switch to In-House

Prescriptions
9 Council Chairman Proposes Reform of Vac-

cine Administration
10 REGULATORY NEWS IN BRIEF

- Daiichi Sankyo Applies for Silodosin in China
- Seibule Approved in Combination Therapy
with Insulin: SKK
- FDA Requires Additional Data on Cimzia: UCB
- Eli Lilly Receives Complete Response Letter
from FDA for Olanzapine LAI
- Eculizumab Designated as Orphan Drug

11 Commentary
- Industry Should Guarantee Development of
Innovative Drugs and Use of More Generics

R&D
12 SymBio Begins PI Trial of Bendamustine for

New Indication
12 R&D NEWS IN BRIEF

- Exjade Reduces Iron Overload: Novartis
- Zometa Added to Chemotherapy Shrinks
Breast Tumors: Novartis
- Femara More Effective than Tamoxifen in Re-
ducing Risk of Death in Breast Cancer Patients:
Novartis
- High-Dose Fulvestrant Improves Control in
Advanced Breast Cancer Patients: AZ
- GenomIdea to Develop GEN0101/TSD-
0014 in Super Tokku

MEDICAL DEVICES
13 J-TEC’s Jace Becomes Available under Health

Insurance
14 MHIR Develops Software to Predict Second-

ary RNA Structures
14 Korosho to Talk with NCVC on Evaheart Is-

sue
- Hospital Directors’ Group Opposed to Cre-
ation of Investigation Committee in Korosho

15 Team of 16 Organizations Aims at Developing
Artificial Joints Durable for 30 Years

16 NEW PRODUCTS
- Sato Pharm Launches Thyrogen to Aid in Thy-
roid Cancer Diagnosis

SELF-MEDICATION
16 SELF-MEDICATION NEWS IN BRIEF

- 2 APIs Approved as OTC Drugs in Cream
Form for Vaginal Candidiasis
- Develop More Switch OTC Drugs
- 137 Reports of Accidental Ingestion of Drugs
Received in 2007
- Amended PAL to Be Implemented on June 1

17 OPINION
- Why Seeds of Success Sprout from the Prob-
lem: Philip Carrigan

MEDICAL FACILITIES & NURSING
CARE
18 4 Biologics Now Available in Japan for RA
18 Consider Expansion of Application of DRG/

PPS: Council
19 Give Patents to New Therapeutic Methods
19 Data on Tamiflu Should Be Published:

Medwatcher Japan


